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Cotton Tree Park Improvements – Concept Ideas Plan 
Project summary 
Sunshine Coast Council is undertaking early 
planning for improvements to the eastern end of 
Cotton Tree Park, including Des Scanlan Park 
and Black Swan Park, along Cotton Tree 
Parade, Maroochydore. 
Council has developed a Concept Ideas Plan to 
create better connections throughout the park 
and to the beach, improve the beach at Black 
Swan Park, and provide more recreational 
opportunities for residents and visitors.  
While the proposed improvements are not 
currently included in council’s 10-year Capital 
Works Program for construction, community 
feedback on the plan will help council determine 
priority improvements, and seek potential future 
grant applications and/or funding opportunities.  

Concept Ideas Plan 
The plan celebrates the ways people currently 
use and love the park, with a strong focus on 
making it easier and safer for people to 
navigate within and around it. The plan 
endeavours to achieve six objectives: 

1. Provide a high-quality continuous 
pathway network throughout the park 
and to the surrounding area  

2. Investigate opportunities to maximise 
open space  

3. Provide public infrastructure and spaces 
that support community gathering, 
events and recreation  

4. Enhance the sense of place by 
referencing the existing Cotton Tree 
Park character in future plans for the 
park  

5. Maximise views to the Maroochy River 
6. Create seamless, interconnected 

spaces 
 

 
Through the plan, council aims to enhance what 
people already love about the park and address 
the challenges currently facing the park.  
 

The opportunities for the park 
improvements include:  

• Improve pathway layout and continuity, 
wayfinding, and safety for pedestrians 
with new raised pedestrian crossings 
and pathways throughout the parkland 
and Cotton Tree Parade.  

• Investigate beach renourishment and a 
new revetment wall to expand the picnic 
lawn at the rear of the aquatic centre. 

• Improve access to the beach and picnic 
lawns at the rear of the aquatic centre, 
with wider, upgraded pathways.  

• Expand the ‘active recreation zone’. 
• Include a public ceremony/picnic lawn 

area next to Beach Access 137. 
• Investigate changes to car parking, 

including provision for people with 
disability (PWD) parking bays and 
loading bays. 

• Investigate upgrades to public lighting to 
reduce impacts to migratory and 
resident shore birds at lower Maroochy 
River.  



 Cotton Tree Park Improvements 2022  2 

Share your feedback 
The plan shows how the park could look in the 
future.  
Council invites you to share your feedback on 
these concept ideas which can be viewed on 
page three of this newsletter or online at 
council’s website: 
haveyoursay.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au 
When providing your feedback please consider 
each question carefully to help identify your 
priorities for any park improvements, as this 
project will most likely be progressed in stages 
and as funding becomes available.   
Scan the QR code below or visit Council’s Have 
Your Say webpage to complete the online 
survey before 12 December 2022.  

 
Figure 1: QR Code to access Have Your Say Survey 

Figure 2: Project Location Plan 

Timeline 

Mid 2022: Investigate and develop Concept 
Ideas Plan – (ONGOING) 
Analysis of the park’s current uses, constraints, and 
opportunities. Ideas for what the park could look like 
in the future (subject to funding, council 
endorsement and approvals). 

 Friday 25 November 2022 to Monday 12 
December 2022: Community engagement – 
(WE ARE HERE) 
A community survey and key stakeholder meetings 
to discuss the plan, seek feedback and capture any 
new ideas or information. 

Early to mid-2023: Assess feedback 
Confirm the community’s aspirations for the future of 
the park. Determine the community’s priorities for 
future upgrades to help identify construction stages. 

TBC: Prepare a final Master Plan / funding and 
construction 
The final plan presented to council for consideration, 
noting no funding commitments for construction form 
part of this process. Future funding and timing for 
construction is yet to be confirmed.  
 

Register for future updates or request 
further information 

Council’s commitment to sustainability means that 
all future updates will be emailed to those who 
register to receive them. Please visit council’s 
Have Your Say webpage to register for future 
updates. 
You can also seek further information about the 
project by emailing the team on 
cottontreeparkconcept@sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au 
T 07 5475 7272  F 07 5475 7277 
Locked Bag 72 Sunshine Coast Mail Centre Qld 
4560 

 

A note from your local councillor 
As our community continues to grow our region’s parks and gardens become 
more valuable as places where we connect with nature and each other. The 
Cotton Tree Park precinct is a very popular community space and will continue to 
be so in the future. Although there are no immediate plans to upgrade the park, 
as the Divisional Councillor I’ve chosen to progress this Concept Ideas Plan to 
help seek community feedback and priorities for the space, and assist with future 
potential funding opportunities.  
Cr Joe Natoli, Division 4 

mailto:cottontreeparkconcept@sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au


 

 

Figure 3: Concept Ideas Plan 

C O T T O N  T R E E  H O L I D AY  PA R K

CO
TTO

N
 TREE  PA

RA
D

E

T
H

E 
E

S
P

LA
N

A
D

E

M A R O O C H Y  R I V E R

0m       10           20           30          40           50          

C O T T O N  T R E E  A Q U AT I C  C E N T R E 

Legend 1 New Pedestrian Crossing*

2 Pedestrian pathway improvements*

3 Drop off area redesign*

4 Future indicative Coastal Pathway 

5 New 3m wide Coastal Pathway

6 Improved plaza entry to the Aquatic Centre^

7 Pedestrian pathway leading to The Boat Shed 
improvements^

8 Public ceremony / picnic lawn area near beach 
access 137^

9 New revetment wall & expanded picnic lawn^

10 Beach re-nourishment^

11 Removal of car parks and expansion of the 
lawn area*

12 Pop-up stage area for events

13 First Nations mural

14 Active Recreation Zone area A

15 Active Recreation Zone area B

16 New beach shower at beach access 137

17 Drinking fountain / water bottle filler station

18 Additional shade trees throughout the park

19 Additional landscaped gardens to buffer spaces

20 Additional places to sit

21 Additional picnic tables settings

22 Shade sails
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Please note: 
The intended purpose of the Concept Ideas Plan is to communicate possible 
ideas for improvements to Cotton Tree Park. This is conceptual only. 
The feedback provided to council will guide further investigations and design.
More information can be found on Council’s Have Your Say Website.
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