
What do you love about Point Cartwright Reserve 
and La Balsa Park?

What are the issues and challenges in how the open 
spaces are currently being used and managed? 

What would you like to change for the future?
Po

in
t C

ar
tw

rig
ht 

Reserve and La Balsa Park 2015

Mooloolah Heads showing the surf breaking  near Point Cartwright ca 1921

Aerial view looking no
rth

 o
ve

r B
ud

di
na

 to
wa

rd
s P

oin
t C

artw
right ca 1979

La Balsa raft when sighted off the Sunshine Coast, 5 Novem
ber 5 November 1970

Map of P
oin

t R
ap

er
, n

ow
 k

no
wn

 a
s P

oin
t C

art
wright April 1861

Mooloolaba Boat Harbour and beach looking
west from

Point Cartwright 1976

Images: Courtesy of Picture Sunshine Coast, Sunshine Coast Council

What are your values and vision?

Point Cartwright Reserve and La Balsa 
Park Master Plan 2021-2041

Project Overview

Point Cartwright Reserve and La Balsa Park are much 
loved, having highly valued recreational, ecological, and 
cultural heritage characteristics. High cliffs in the coastal 
headland reserve provide spectacular views of Mooloolaba, 
the Mooloolah River mouth, Mount Coolum to the north and 
Kawana Beach to the south.

Point Cartwright headland is a sacred place to First Nations 
peoples and is home to a number of culturally significant 
sites.

The point has been a beacon to shipping since 1978 when 
the new 32.4 metre pentagonal lighthouse replaced use of 
the Caloundra Lighthouse.

La Balsa Park on the Mooloolah River is one of the most 
important protected lowland areas of the Sunshine Coast. 
A wide range of recreation facilities cater for the popularity 
of the park including three playgrounds, a fitness station, 
amenities, shelters, barbeque and picnic facilities, a 
wedding rotunda and boat ramp.

The park obtained its name from the famous 1970s La 
Balsa expedition in which a raft made of balsa logs carrying 
four men and a cat travelled from Guayaquil, Ecuador to the 
Sunshine Coast. The La Balsa expedition was to show that 
it was possible for contact to have occurred between  
pre-Columbian South American cultures and those of the 
Pacific region.

The reserve and park are regarded as some of the most 
beautiful environments on the Sunshine Coast. They offer 
people an opportunity to get away from the town centres 
and connect with nature and the ocean.

Point Cartwright Reserve and La Balsa Park Master Plan 
proposes to guide the future use and management of 
this coastal area, balancing the needs of users and the 
environment, for all the community to enjoy.

The Master Plan seeks to consider the future of the project 
area up to 2041, with a focus on the next 10 years. It 
will include an analysis of the site, uses, opportunities 
and constraints, the community’s values and vision and 
associated actions, priorities, and costs for implementation.

INVESTIGATION AND 
ANALYSIS
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FINAL MASTER PLAN
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Where to from here? 
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Figure 4. Demographics

Figure 1. Foliage Coverage

Figure 2. Tree Canopy Cover

Figure 3. Hard / Impermeable Surface Cover
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Figure 119. Tree Canopy Cover
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Topography

Buddina is located on a low sand dune system 
and coastal floodplain within the Mooloolah River 
catchment. 

To the north Point Cartwright rises up from the dunes 
to punctuate the headland (see Image 285). The 
topography for The Reserve jumps from sea level at the 
rock shelf to just under 25m at the highest point of the 
headland. This upper headland area accounts for only 
15 % of the overall area of the reserve. The balance of 
the land is less than 10 metres above sea level.

To the east a well-defined dunal system runs north 
south, rising up out of the floodplain to define the areas 
coastal edge.  

Resilience

The dune system provides a natural defence and 
protection against coastal erosion, with enhancement 
of the dunes the primary action for mitigation. 

The need for some additional more immediate 
action has been identified to mitigate impacts across 
foreshore areas that contain a number of public assets 
potentially at risk, including the surf club, sections of 
Pacific Boulevard, and some private assets. 

The sandy coastline may be increasingly exposed to 
open coast erosion. 

Built Form 

Local Architectural typologies 

Buildings have typically been organised and orientated 
to maximise views along the constructed canal edges 
and coastline, toward water. 

The orientation of openings and outdoor areas to 
optimise climatic conditions is more likely as a result 
of coincidence with no notable examples of buildings 
demonstrating strong Sunshine Coast vernacular, 
prioritising climatic responsive design. 
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Open Space 

Tree canopy cover 

The % tree canopy cover (trees above 2m) has been 
mapped to understand the extent and distribution of 
shade across the locality (see Figure 119). 

This mapping indicates that 20.8% of Buddina benefits 
from shade generated by tree canopy, the distribution 
of which is shown in Figure 119. 

This is less shade than the average (25%) compared to 
the localities mapped in the coastal corridor.
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Image 285. View north-west towards Maroochydore
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Kabi Kabi, Jhdungah Country has several                              
First Nations culturally significant sites 
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The areas of natural landform 
create features that are an 
essential part of Buddina’s 
character.
The headland provides high levels 
of visual connectivity and physical 
amenity, offering panoramic ocean 
views. The views and vistas out 
across the river and ocean, from 
Buddina, are regionally significant 
and a unique characteristic to the 
area.
The Mooloolah River is a 
significant cultural, environmental, 
and foundational part of Buddina’s 
water setting. At the mouth of the 
Mooloolah River is an important 
water gateway. It marks the 
important transition from ocean 
to river arrival and departure for 
water- based travellers.

Buddina contains several public 
parks and streets. They amplify the 
areas ‘relaxed coastal’ lifestyle.
A key element of Buddina that 
connects the different communities 
to places are the activites 
and relaxed coastal character 
associated with water.
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Coastal Hazard Adaptation
Low-lying areas of the Mooloolah River floodplain 
and canal systems may be increasingly exposed to 
tidal, storm tide and coincident flooding in the future. 
Low-lying urban areas may be at risk from long term 
inundation hazards.

The Point Cartwright and Buddina Beach sandy 
coastline may be increasingly exposed to open coast 
erosion into the future. The dune system provides a 
natural defence to erosion events and protection and 
enhancement of the dunes is the primary action for 
mitigating erosion. However, there may be a need 
for some additional actions to assist with avoiding or 
mitigating erosion by 2100.

The present-day adaptation response for Mooloolabah 
Beach spit, Mooloolah River floodplain and Point 
Cartwright to Kawana Beach is to continue to mitigate 
coastal hazard risk and prepare for additional hazard 
mitigation in the future.

The adaptation pathway includes a focus on special 
area adaptation planning (linked to ‘Placemaking 
Mooloolabah’) to inform seawall upgrades and 
connections, nourishment, resilient housing, reviewing 
planning controls; and a feasibility study for an 
alternative tidal barrier option and a special area 
adaptation plan for Kawana foreshore assets (including 
SLSC and car park) and a longer term pathway option 
of additional protection for the access road (Pacific 
Boulevard) 
Review of the adaptation pathway will be ongoing and 
guided by the outcome of present day actions and 
relevant triggers. LGA-wide actions also apply where 
relevant to this locality.

Erosion Prone Area 2100

Current and Future Overland Flow Current and Future Flood Extents

Climate change and adaptation
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Coastal Hazard Adaptation
Mooloolaba Beach and Spit and Mooloolah 
River Estuary
This area includes the foreshore areas along the 
Mooloolaba spit and areas adjacent to the river estuary. 
Alignment training (rock groynes) maintain a fixed 
opening for the Mooloolah River, and dredged sand 
from the entrance is used to nourish the spit beach. 
Revetment walls are present along the canal estate 
waterfront areas.

The spit beach may be exposed to open coast erosion in 
the future and low-lying urban areas may be at risk from 
long term inundation hazards.

Point Cartwright and Buddina Beach
The Point Cartwright and Buddina Beach sandy coastline 
may be increasingly exposed to open coast erosion into 
the future. The dune system provides a natural defence 
to erosion events and protection and enhancement of the 
dunes is the primary action for mitigating erosion. There 
may be a need for some additional actions to assist with 
avoiding or mitigating erosion before 2100.

Adaptation Response
The present-day adaptation response for Mooloolaba 
Beach spit, Mooloolah River Estuary and floodplain, 
and Point Cartwright to Kawana Beach is to continue to 
mitigate coastal hazard risk and prepare for additional 
hazard mitigation in the future.

The adaptation pathway includes a focus on special area 
adaptation planning (linked to ‘Placemaking Mooloolaba’) 
to inform seawall upgrades and connections, beach 
nourishment, reviewing planning controls; a feasibility 
study for an alternative tidal barrier option and a longer 
term pathway option of additional protection for the 
access road (Pacific Boulevard).

Review of the adaptation pathway will be ongoing and 
guided by the outcome of present day actions and 
relevant triggers. LGA-wide actions also apply where 
relevant to this locality.


